26                         SELECT ENGLISH PROSE
presented it to the Academia dello Crusca. That Academy
sent Johnson their Vocabularies and the French.
Academy sent him their Dictionnaire, which Mr. Langton
had the pleasure to convey to him.
It must undoubtedly seem strange, that the conclu-
sion of his Preface should be  expressed in  terms so
desponding, when it is considered that the author was
then only in his forty-sixth year.   But we must ascribe-
its gloom to that miserable dejection of spirits to which
he was constitutionally subject, and which was aggra-
vated by the death of his wife two years before.   I have-
heard it ingeniously observed by a lady of rank and
elegance, that 'his melancholy was then at its meridian/
It  pleased GOD to  grant him almost thirty years of*
life after this time; and once, when he was in a placid
frame of mind, he was obliged to own to me that he had.
enjoyed happier days, and had many more friends, since-
that gloomy hour than before.
JOHNSON AND EDWARDS
AN1> now I am to give a pretty full account of one of
the most curious incidents in Johnson's life, of which he
himself has made the following minute on this day:
* In my return from church, I was accosted by Edwards,
an  old fellow-collegian, who had not seen me since-
1729.   He knew me, and asked if I remembered one-
Edwards;  I did not  at  first  recollect the name, but
gradually as we walked along, recovered it, and told
him a conversation that had passed at an alehouse be-r
tween us.   My purpose is to continue our acquaintance.*"
It was in Butcher-row that this meeting happened..
Mr. Edwards, who was a decent-looking elderly man